DISGRACE  ABOUNDING
meant to court the friendship of the great dictatorships when the
thickset gunman, Vlada the Chauffeur, sprang on to the running-
board of his motor car in Marseilles and shot him, just in the place
where his shirt of mail would have protected him if he had not
omitted to put it on that Tuesday. Already in 1934, long before
the Abyssinian fiasco and thp later fiascoes, he seems to have fore-
seen that the great democracies did not really mean the things
they were so loudly saying, that they lacked either the determin-
ation or the will to compel peacebreakers to keep the peace, that
their mutual-aid, collective-security, all-together-boys-against-
the-aggressor structure was a house of cards, erected to delude
their domestic opinion, that would collapse at the first puff of a
war wind.
He had indicated so much to Barthou, when Barthou was in
Yugoslavia, and the good Barthou, who himself may have believed
that the ring-a-ring~a-roses game of the peace-loving powers
around the tigers would end without their all falling down,
received a severe jolt. It gave him furiously to think, and he invited
Alexander to come to France and talk things oven
Before he went Alexander had had a secret meeting with Hitler,
He was the first of Europe's rulers to make that modern pilgrimage,
and when you consider that this was in 1934 you will realize how
very far ahead he saw. He had made up his mind that the game of
pretending to bind with silken chains of peace great powers which
were being allowed to rearm faster than anybody had ever armed
before was farcical and dangerous for his country, and, as he
could not count on the eloquent but empty promises of his friends,
he was out to get on good terms with the others*
Perhaps he could have convinced the French,, who knows? But
just at that moment all the enemies of Yugoslavia joined hands
and struck him down. The gunman was a Macedonian, he and
his Groat terrorist accomplices received training in a camp on
Hungarian territory and some of them travelled with Hungarian
passports, others came from and afterwards fled to Italy, whence
they were not extradited* France did everything she could to kill
the remaining affection that she enjoyed in Yugoslavia by her
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